Subject: Geography

Year: 8
Start date: 6th June 2011
Hand-in date: 17th June 2011
Expected duration of project: 2 weeks/8 hours

Unit of study: Climate chaos
Title: Climate change: the debate – 

‘Humans are the cause of climate change’. Discuss
Outcome of learning: 

Given the fact that virtually everyday we see media headlines relating to climate change, it is of crucial importance that students understand climate change and are able to develop an awareness of its impacts at a personal level as well as a national and global level.  The aim of this project is to focus the research carried out by the students whilst investigating climate change.  The students will be required to do the following:
· The class will work in pairs to eventually create a speech to present in a class debate
· The first task will require students to construct their own geographical questions to focus their research, this demonstrates a students ability to enquire

· The key outcome is that students will research the causes and effects

of climate change as well as the future implications and how we play a
role

· Research should be carried out in pairs 

using all of the worksheets provided to 

record their findings

“Most of the warming observed over the last 50 years is likely to be because of human activities”
· The above quote from the IPCC will be the focus of a class debate
· Their speech should cover a range of evidence on the causes and effects of climate change aswell as their own opinions in relation to the quote, it should also (if aspiring for a higher level) show consideration of the difference we can make to climate change and what might lie ahead in the future
· Students are also given the opportunity to create pre prepared video footage of their speech or a presentation to accompany it.  Adaptation of the task is to encourage challenge for those more able
· Finally, individually they will need to complete an evaluation of their homework project efforts looking at strengths and weaknesses and opportunities and threats

The five key areas for progressive development include:

1. Identifying geographical questions with an enquiring mind

2. Reviewing sources of information
3. Understanding the causes and effects of the issue

4. Preparing a speech for the class debate

5. Evaluation of their project efforts

Expectations for week 1:

The following work must be completed in Week 1:
· During week 1 students will be expected to decide on their partner to work with for the project and carefully read through the booklet material and create a plan of action
· In the first few days of planning students should be able to devise their own geographical questions needed to structure their research.  The students are encouraged to work together to brainstorm the areas of research they want to undertake to be able to present accurate information in their debate speech

· Students will be given a copy of ‘The quest model’ to refer to at each stage of their project to remind them of the steps to follow

· Students will use the ‘planning your research’ sheet to prepare their homework project study
· Students should use week 1 as the allocated time to carry out their research relating to their geographical questions.  At this stage the research should be read and understood but will be reviewed and evaluated in week 2
· Students should use some of the sources recommended in the ‘online sources’ list but should also be encouraged to find their own sources of information
· They must show evidence of evaluating one online source and one book source which they have chosen themselves
Expectations for week 2:

The following work must be completed in Week 2:
· In week 2 students should use the planning and research from week 1 to review the information.  To do this they should use the worksheets provided, using information from a variety of sources to select the most useful and suitable information to answer the research question 

· The worksheets completed in the above task will then be used to help students to write their speech

· The speech should express the students awareness of the causes and effects of climate change and to achieve a higher level, an ability to discuss the impact of climate change and how we play an important role.  They should be able to voice their views on the subject content
· Writing the speech should be completed with reference made to the checklist provided in the booklet for tips and guidance on what to include and how to structure their speech

· In addition to the speech, students are encouraged to adapt the task and complete additional pieces of work such as a presentation to accompany the speech

· The speech will be presented in a lesson where all students will be expected to play an active role in the class debate
· Students will finally evaluate their work using the SWOT analysis

sheet
Students are expected to practice the following skills: 

Personal learning and thinking skills: Effective participator
This means that students should demonstrate that they can:
· Discuss issues of concern, seeking resolution where appropriate
· Present a persuasive case for action
· Propose practical ways forward, breaking these down into manageable steps
· Identify improvements that would benefit others as well as themselves
· Try to influence others, negotiating and balancing diverse views to reach workable solutions
· Act as an advocate for views and beliefs that may differ from their own
Students will have the opportunity to complete the following subject levels:
	7
	Achieved all task requirements with little guidance

Has identified exceptional geographical research questions

Excellent research completed using appropriate sources, largely independently selected

Evidence of good organisation and effort as a member of a team

Research presented creatively showing a strong understanding, and task sheets are completed in a large amount of detail

Researched information write up goes above and beyond guidance given

Written speech is well structured and very detailed as well as demonstrating an advanced understanding with a mature use of vocabulary and impressive use of technical terms

Excellent evaluation showing an ability to identify problems and seek solutions and rate their efforts as a team

	6
	Achieved all task requirements with some guidance

Has identified excellent geographical research questions

Very good research completed using appropriate sources, some of which are independently selected

Evidence of good organisation and effort as a member of a team

Research shows a good understanding and task sheets are completed in detail

Researched information write up has been carefully completed with extra thought

Written speech is well structured on the whole and detailed and demonstrates a clear understanding with a mature use of vocabulary and fairly impressive use of technical terms

Good evaluation showing an ability to identify problems and seek solutions and rate their efforts as a team

	5
	Achieved the majority of task requirements with guidance

Has identified some good geographical research questions

On the whole a good level of research completed using appropriate sources but largely selected from reading list provided
Evidence of good organisation and effort as a member of a team

Research shows a reasonable understanding and task sheets are completed well in the main
Researched information write up follows guidance given with no other tasks selected
Written speech is fairly well structured and quite detailed and uses some technical terms but does show evidence of grammatical and spelling errors
Satisfactory evaluation showing some ability to identify problems and seek solutions and rate their efforts as a team

	4


	Achieved some of the task requirements with large amounts of guidance and support
Has identified some geographical research questions of a basic standard
Reasonable evidence of research completed but all sources selected from the reading list

Some evidence of good team work but organisation could be improved upon
Research shows a basic level of understanding, inconsistency in task sheet completion
Researched information write up consists of copy and paste with little evaluation of the material
Written speech is fairly well structured but lacks detail overall and does not necessarily focus on the key areas of cause and effect, use of technical terms are brief

Vague or no evaluation with little or no attempt to identify problems and seek solutions and rate their efforts as a team 


Task 1: A plan of action
In pairs, you should read through the booklet to ensure that you are aware of what is expected of you throughout the task.  You should use the ‘planning your research’ sheet to reflect on the information you have just read.
The above mentioned sheet will enable you to create a plan of action, knowing what it is you need to do to get from start to finish of the task.

Step 1 and 2 of the sheet should be completed at this stage, leaving step 3 for later in the project.  You should also refer to the ‘Quest model’ which will help you to appreciate the stages involved in completing your homework project.
The ‘planning your research’ sheet guides you through the planning and preparation,  knowing exactly what it is that you should hope to achieve and how you will manage the tasks.

You must now complete step 1 and 2 on the ‘planning your research’ sheet.  This is the first stage in completing your homework project
Task 2: Writing geographical questions

Before starting to research the topic for your speech for the class debate, you should construct some of your own questions to help focus the research.  There is a vast amount of information on the topic of climate change, so making some questions to make your research more specific will make the research easier.

The questions should always keep in mind the main objective, which is to look at the cause and effect of climate change, and if you are aiming for a higher level you should also be able to comment on the future impact of climate change and how we might be able to do something to help.  You should construct the questions together and ideally have between 4 and 6 to research.

Some example questions might include:

1. What temperature records exist as evidence of the effects of climate change?
2. What is a carbon footprint and how does it relate to climate change?

3. When did climate change start to become a major issue?

My devised research questions are:

Task 3: Researching climate change
At this stage you need to use your geographical questions to study a number of sources, expanding your knowledge and understanding of the cause and effect of climate change.  You should locate sources for yourselves and in addition also use the reading list provided.  The more you use your own initiative in finding sources, the better.  You must show evidence of evaluating one book and one website to demonstrate an ability to select appropriate sources of information, use the evaluation sheets provided to complete this task.
The research that you complete will need to be read and recorded.  There are grids provided for you to record the ‘best bits’ of information which could be quotes or snippets of information that would be valuable in your speech.  You are also expected to summarise the findings from your research whether you choose to highlight and annotate information, or write a summary paragraph for each question giving useful information and the source that you collected it from.  You must not just photocopy or print work and hand it in without any evidence of having read and understood the information and you must certainly not copy and paste work.  
In terms of how to display your research work, the more creative and detailed you can be the better as this will demonstrate that you are able to read information, extract the relevant parts and summarise the work 
putting it into your own words.

Task 4: Writing your speech

At this stage refer again to the ‘Quest model’ and make sure that in your pairs you have followed the steps and are working towards the ‘conclude and share’ stage of having a speech written and ready to share.  You should at this point have all the information you feel you need to construct your speech looking at the causes and effects of climate change.

Your speech should be a minimum of 400 words written together and presented by both students.  During the debate each pair will have the opportunity to share their speech and voice their findings on the cause and effect of climate change based on the information they have collected.

A crucial part of the speech however is that at the end of it you can give the opinion of your pair with regards to the quote that ‘humans have been the main cause of climate change over the last 50 years’.  In your pairs you should be able to justify your view as to what extent you agree or disagree with this statement which you should support with the evidence you collected in your research.

It is hoped that when everyone has had the opportunity to voice their findings and give their opinion students will have available time to question one anothers views.  You will learn the skill of communicating within a discussion and the
importance of listening to one another and airing differences 
of opinion.
After the class debate each person will be asked to fill out an evaluation sheet on their assessment and view of the information and opinions that were voiced.  This is an important part in reviewing the work you completed and comparing your findings with those of others in the class.
If you like a challenge and want to adapt your task slightly then you could attempt to write your speech and record it by video to play to our audience on the day, and whilst filming the speech you have the opportunity to use props or demonstrations etc.  You might also like to have a powerpoint presentation or short video to accompany your speech.  This individuality and extra effort in your project work will show an added commitment to your studies and an ability to lead your group in completing a more challenging task.  Another additional task could be to create an informative leaflet to hand out to the class when presenting your speech, summarising your findings and your view on the cause and effect of climate change.

You should use the speech checklist sheet to complete your debate speech making sure that you follow hints and tips of what to include

Good luck in your speech scribing!

Speech checklist

Have you introduced yourselves to the class audience?

Have you written a strong opening statement which could grab your audiences attention?

Have you outlined briefly what you will focus on in your speech?

Task 5: The evaluation

The evaluation sheet needs to be completed individually.  It is really important you spend time reflecting on your team effort and also how you think you performed individually.  

You must complete the SWOT analysis sheet which needs you to identify:

1. Strengths - consider what you did well and what were your biggest achievements

2. Weaknesses – consider what, if anything, you felt didn’t go so well and that you could improve on if you were to do the project again.

3. Opportunities – reflect on the skills you learnt from the project and how enjoyable it was to complete

4. Threats – reflect on how you might do things differently in future, the problems you faced and how you overcame these.  

The evaluation part of the project requires you to be honest and be critical of the work you completed.  Use the hints above and the keywords on the sheet to discuss the homework project process that you have now reached the end of.

Submission checklist:

All of the work you have completed now needs to be handed in to be marked.  Please make sure that when handing in your work you put your name and form on all pieces of work, including the speech.  The checklist below is to make sure that you do not forget to hand anything in, check that you can tick off all of the following:

· Student booklet with all tasks completed including; 

1. Research questions

2. ‘Planning your research’ sheet

3. ‘The best bits’ grid sheet

4. Evaluating a book and online source sheets

5. Evaluation sheet

· Research write up

· Hand written or word processed speech
· Additional work such as powerpoint presentations or filmed speeches etc
All students will receive an individual effort grade and national 
curriculum level
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